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In 2017, Sapelo Island National Estuarine Research Reserve's (SINERR)
Education Program took more than 1,800 students where classrooms can’'t—
outdoors and into the remarkable places that make coastal Georgia such a
wonderful place to live. With Reserve educators as their guides, students
journeyed into saltmarshes, maritime forests, and along the Atlantic seashore.
They returned to the Reserve’s laboratory facility to examine the myriad life
forms they encountered, using techniques that have been employed by
hundreds of scientists who have worked on Sapelo. Students also toured the
University of Georgia Marine Institute, where the field of modern ecology was
born, and explored the 4,500 years of human history on the island, from the
original Native Americans settlements to the present day.

Educators Go Into the Field, Too

The Sapelo Island Reserve’s Sea Turtle Conservation Workshop provided
professional development and skill building for 14 educators in 2017. Not only
did these teachers receive in-depth knowledge about these remarkable
creatures by the very experts who study them, they also enjoyed a unique field
experience. They were able to see these gentle giants come ashore on Sapelo’s
remote beaches and watch as they carefully crafted their nests and laid their
eggs. Experiences like these reinvigorate the teachers’ excitement for science
and help them feel a connection to the environment, one they can pass on to
their students. The Sapelo Island Reserve offers between four and six
professional training opportunities for educators each year.

Educating the Public

The Sapelo Island Reserve’s public education program offers many types of
activities, and one of the most popular is Crab and Shrimp Day. In 2017, 58 state
residents and visitors visited the Reserve and learned about the connection
between locally caught seafood and the estuaries that enable this bounty.
Participants learned about the life histories of Georgia crab and shrimp and the
fishery industry that is vital to many small communities along the coast. The
economic impact of these two fisheries to the state of Georgia was

$12,994,231 in 2016. Participants were able to pull nets in the Atlantic and see
these unique animals for themselves, and also enjoyed a good ole’ fashioned
crab and shrimp boil — a sea-to-table approach that helps solidify understanding
of this valuable resource and encourages the stewardship of ocean resources.
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Creating value through education
39,035 volunteer hours = $942,305*

*Value of a volunteer hour is calculated at $24.14
based on data from the Independent Sector.
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