FY 2016

NOAA

Budget Summary



CONTENTS

Chapter 1
Introduction

Chapter 2
National Ocean Service

Chapter 3
National Marine Fisheries Service

Chapter 4
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research

Chapter 5
National Weather Service

Chapter 6
National Environmental Satellite, Data,
and Information Service

Chapter 7
Program Support

Appendix 1
Proposed Changes to General Provisions

Appendix 2
Control Table

10

18

24

30

38

44

46

Photo credits: Many of the photos appearing in this publication
were taken by NOAA employees, usually during the normal conduct
of NOAA activities (unless otherwise noted). Their contribution to
this report is gratefully acknowledged.

Layout and Design: Marc Pulliam



From the Desk of Dr. Sullivan

Dear friends of NOAA,

NOAA is America’s environmental intelligence agency. We provide timely,
reliable, and actionable information—based on sound science—every day
to millions of Americans. NOAA's products and services are used by deci-
sion makers around the country to better understand risk and prepare for the
future. We're helping people, communities, businesses, and governments
make smart decisions that directly impact the future of society, the economy,
and the environment. The demand for products and services that NOAA
provides continues to increase — from the daily weather forecast to seasonal
drought outlooks, to decadal sea level rise projections, and much more.

NOAA's FY 2016 budget request of nearly $6.0 billion supports critical invest-
ments in our priorities, including: 1) community and economic resilience; 2)
National Weather Service (NWS) evolution; 3) observational infrastructure;
and 4) organizational excellence.

Dr. Kathryn D. Sullivan, Under Secretary

of Commerce for Oceans and Atmo-

Providing Information and Services to Make Communities More Resilient sphere and NOAA Administrator

The FY 2016 budget request will improve NOAA's ability to provide people, communities, businesses, and govern-
ments with information they can understand and use to make smart decisions, assess risk, and minimize losses.
With the foresight provided through environmental intelligence, communities can mitigate coastal flooding
through natural shorelines, fishery managers can better account for changing ocean temperatures and acidifica-
tion, and different economic sectors can position themselves to take advantage of our changing climate. The
proposed expansion of the Regional Coastal Resilience Grants program will empower states, territories, tribes,
local governments, and public/private partners to improve resilience planning efforts, identify and address their
shared risks and vulnerabilities, increase their adaptive capacity, and use tools such as “green infrastructure” to
mitigate and minimize the risks associated with climate impacts.

Evolving NOAA’s National Weather Service

Impacts from severe storms in the United States cost billions of dollars and claim thousands of lives per year.
Becoming a Weather-Ready Nation means not just providing timely, accurate, and reliable weather forecasts, but
it also means communicating that information in a way that compels people to act to protect themselves and
their interests. The FY 2016 budget will continue efforts already underway to evolve the National Weather Ser-
vice. Major activities in FY 2016 include overhauling the aging Next Generation Weather Radar infrastructure that
underpins our weather forecast and warning services for high-impact events, such as tornadoes. In addition, this
request builds on the FY 2015 initiative to improve national hydrologic modeling and forecast capabilities at the
National Water Center, which are essential to providing communities improved flood forecasts and inundation
mapping. The FY 2016 budget also includes an initiative to improve weather outlooks out to weeks three and
four—a time period which is currently poorly forecasted and for which many economic sectors are demanding
better insight into probable climate and economic conditions.

Investing in Observational Infrastructure
NOAA's global observing systems are the foundation of the environmental intelligence we provide. The FY 2016

budget includes critical investments in weather satellite systems and the NOAA fleet to preserve—and improve—
our ability to generate environmental intelligence. The FY 2016 budget begins a Polar Follow On satellite system



to ensure data continuity for key sensors as the current generation of satellites reaches their end of service. The FY
2016 budget also initiates construction of an Ocean Survey Vessel (OSV), a multi-use platform designed to conduct
surveys throughout the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone. The OSV will have a more diverse range of capabilities
and functions than other vessels in the NOAA fleet. Without continued investment, the NOAA fleet is expected to
decline to half its current size by 2028, which would impair NOAA's ability to provide the observations and services
that communities depend on.

Achieving Organizational Excellence

Each day, NOAA’s employees strive to promote organizational excellence and execute our mission with discipline
and consistency. We must recruit, retain, reward, and develop the best talent possible and ensure that our cus-
tomers receive the best service possible. The FY 2016 budget continues critical investments in organizational
excellence by bolstering our internal servicing capability and efficiency and investing in the future of NOAA's
facilities. These services and facilities are the cornerstone of NOAA's ability to effectively execute its mission of
science, service, and stewardship.

Conclusion
In closing, NOAA’s FY 2016 budget submission supports our unique role within the federal government. The

investments we make today are critical as we strive to provide the environmental intelligence communities have
come to rely upon.

Dr. Kathryn Sullivan

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator



Terminology

The reader should be aware of the specific meaning of several terms as they are used throughout this budget
summary:

FY 2014 Spend Plan
Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014 (PL. 113-76).

FY 2015 Enacted
Fiscal Year (FY) 2015 Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015 (P.L. 113-235).

Adjustments-to-Base

Includes the estimated FY 2016 federal civilian pay raise of 1.3 percent (and the estimated FY 2016 federal
military pay raise of 1.3 percent as appropriate). Program totals will provide inflationary increases for non-labor
activities, including service contracts, utilities, field office lease payments, and rent charges from GSA. In addi-
tion, ATBs include unique/technical adjustments to the base program, for example transfers of base resources
between budget lines.

FY 2016 Base
FY 2015 Enacted plus Adjustments-To-Base.

Program Change
Requested increase or decrease over the FY 2016 Base.

FY 2016 Request
FY 2016 Base plus Program Changes.
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Sand dunes and natural vegetation
provide critical protection for coastal
communities.
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tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

(NOAA) makes targeted investments in the four
agency priorities of Building Community and Eco-
nomic Resilience, Evolving the National Weather Ser-
vice (NWS), Improving Observational Infrastructure,
and Achieving Organizational Excellence. In particu-
lar, this budget requests major initiatives to fortify the
NOAA fleet via an Ocean Survey Vessel (OSV) and to
advance next-generation polar satellite technology
via the Polar Follow On. These investments provide
at-sea and spaced-based data that are the foundation
upon which the NOAA mission is built. For more in-
formation about specific FY 2016 investments, please
refer to the following individual line office chapters or
the tables in Appendix 2.

I n its Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 budget request, the Na-

NOAA’s budget directly aligns with the Environment
goal within the Department’s “Open for Business
Agenda,” which reflects Commerce’s role as the voice
of business and the Administration’s focus on eco-
nomic growth and job creation. Specifically, NOAA
helps communities and businesses prepare for and
prosper in a changing environment by providing cru-
cial environmental information, products, and ser-
vices. The budget provides approximately $6.0 billion
for NOAA, which will advance the Nation’s ability to
understand and anticipate changes in the Earth’s en-
vironment, improve society’s ability to make scientifi-
cally informed decisions, deliver vital services to bol-
ster the economy and public safety, and conserve and
manage ocean and coastal ecosystems and resources.

NOAA appreciates the support of Congress, the Ad-
ministration, and its broad base of constituents in FY
2014 and FY 2015 and will continue to monitor major
milestones and accomplishments related to its pro-
grams and activities in the current and future bud-
get execution years. Below are some of NOAA's top
accomplishments from 2014, which could not have
been achieved without partners in the research, in-
dustry, and conservation communities, and in states
and local communities:

Implemented High Resolution Rapid Refresh Model
On September 30, 2014, NOAA transitioned to opera-
tions the three kilometer High-Resolution Rapid Re-
fresh (HRRR) severe weather forecast model. The HRRR
better pinpoints neighborhood-sized threats such as
tornadoes, heavy precipitation that can lead to flash
flooding, and heavy snowfall, and provides advanced
warnings so that residents can take precautions hours
in advance. The HRRR model helps forecasters pro-
vide more information — and within a quicker time-
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frame - to air traffic managers and pilots about haz-
ards, such as air turbulence and thunderstorms. The
model is run every hour out to 15 hours with a domain
slightly larger than the Continental United States and
has a spatial resolution four times finer than previous
numerical models. NOAA’s recent increase in super-
computing capacity enabled the HRRR to better inte-
grate radar data with traditional observations.

Removed 57 Tons of Marine Debris from World
Heritage Site

In September-October 2014, ateam of 17 NOAA divers
operating from the Oscar Elton Sette removed 57 tons
of marine debris consisting of derelict fishing nets and
plastic litter from the Papahanaumokuakea Marine
National Monument, a World Heritage Site and one
of the largest marine conservation areas in the world.
The divers worked out of small boats launched from
the Sette systematically surveying coral reefs at Maro
Reef, Pearl and Hermes Atoll, and Midway Atoll. NOAA
has led this mission every year since 1996 and has re-
moved a total of 904 tons of marine debris, including
this year’s haul. The nets are an entanglement hazard
for monk seals, turtles and seabirds that depend on
the shallow coral reef ecosystem for survival. They
also break and damage corals as they drift through
the currents, catching on anything in their path. Once
they have settled, they can smother the corals and
prevent growth.

Supported Response to Lake Erie Harmful Algal
Bloom

NOAA scientists issued timely forecasts to aid in the
response to a bloom of cyanobacteria that contami-
nated drinking water in Lake Erie on August 2nd, 2014.
This event left nearly 400,000 people in Ohio without
drinking water for two days. In response to requests
from Ohio agencies, NOAA increased the frequency
of Lake Erie Harmful Algal Bloom Bulletins from once
to twice a week. These bulletins tracked the size and
location of blooms and predicted their movement un-
til the bloom season ended in the fall. The August 1st
edition of the NOAA bulletin forecasted the intensifi-
cation of this bloom and enabled Toledo to prepare
for a potential hazard.

Continued to End Overfishing and Rebuild Na-
tion’s Fish Stocks

In April 2014, in its release of the Status of U.S. Fish-
eries, 2013 report, NOAA announced continued prog-
ress in ending overfishing and rebuilding fish stocks.
The report notes that NOAA removed seven more
stocks from the overfishing list and four more stocks
from the list of overfished stocks. Additionally, recent



assessments show that two stocks have been rebuilt,
bringing the number of stocks rebuilt since 2000 to
34. Published at the same time, Fisheries Economics of
the United States, 2012 showed that the health of com-
mercial and recreational fisheries overall continues to
grow, supporting approximately 1.7 million jobs in
2012, up 100,000 from the previous year. This prog-
ress demonstrates the strength of the U.S. science-
based management model under the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Fishery Conservation and Management Act and
underscores the importance of ending overfishing as
a key to bolstering the health of the marine environ-
ment and coastal economies.

Awarded for Climate.gov Website

In June 2014, NOAA received two Webby wins for the
agency’s Climate.gov website. The Webby Award is
the leading international award honoring excellence
on the Internet. The site won in the Government and
Green categories and was also selected as the People’s
Voice Award Winner in the Green category. Climate.
gov includes news and information about climate
trends, new science results, interactive maps, and
learning resources and also supports the Administra-
tion’s Climate Resilience Toolkit. The goals of the site
are to promote public understanding of climate sci-
ence and climate-related events, make NOAA’s data
products and services easy to access and use, and pro-
vide climate information and tools to local decision-
makers.

Revealed Alaska Fisheries at risk from Ocean Acidi-
fication

NOAA, in collaboration with the University of Alaska,
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, and other
partners, published a study that concluded that
Alaska fisheries and communities in certain regions
are at high risk from the effects of ocean acidification
(OA). The study, “Ocean acidification risk assessment
for Alaska’s fishery sector,” published on July 29, 2014
in Progress in Oceanography, showed that many of
Alaska’s economically valuable marine fisheries, such
as red king crab and tanner crab, are located in wa-
ters with increasing OA. The economy and livelihood
of communities in southeast and southwest Alaska
are expected to be particularly vulnerable to these
impacts due to their reliance on fisheries. The study
recommends stakeholders develop response strate-
gies to address this increasingly widespread environ-
mental challenge.

Listed Threatened Coral Species under the Endan-
gered Species Act
In August 2014, NOAA listed 20 species of coral as
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threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA)
to provide additional protections and enable the re-
covery of corals throughout the Pacific and Caribbean
regions. To make these listing determinations, NOAA
collected and analyzed an unprecedented amount
of scientific data, including information on threats to
coral ecosystems, such as climate change (e.g., rising
ocean temperatures, ocean acidification, and disease),
effects from fishing, and land-based sources of pollu-
tion (e.g., sedimentation and nutrient enrichment).
NOAA is working with states, territories, and other
partners on conservation measures and recovery
strategies for the newly listed corals.

Provided Advanced Warnings for Record Cold dur-
ing Winter “Polar Vortex” Incursion

NOAA accurately predicted the unusual jet stream
pattern that occurred in January 2014, known as the
“Polar Vortex,” more than eight days in advance. The
“Polar Vortex” produced the coldest and most per-
sistent frigid temperatures across the central and
eastern United States in 20 years. Nearly 180 mil-
lion people across 20 states experienced dangerous
wind chill levels. Along with the extreme cold, heavy
snow and ice plagued much of the Midwest, with up
to a foot of wind-driven snow falling from Missouri to
Michigan. The effective advanced warnings enabled
federal, state, local and commercial decision makers
to take action. NOAA's weather warnings highlighted
dangers from exposure, frozen pipes and indoor fire/
carbon monoxide hazards in an attempt to educate
the public and mitigate health and property risks from
the cold. Although at least 10 people died as a direct
result of the cold, NOAA warnings prevented greater
calamity by ensuring that communities had the infor-
mation they needed to take appropriate precautions.

Saved Lives with Cospas-Sarsat System

The international Cospas-Sarsat rescue network was
inducted into the Space Foundation's Space Technol-
ogy Hall of Fame in May 2014 at the 30th Space Sym-
posium. The Search and Rescue Satellite Aided Track-
ing (SARSAT) system uses NOAA satellites in low-earth
and geostationary orbits to detect and locate aviators,
mariners, and land-based users in distress. The hon-
or recognizes technologies originally developed for
space applications that now improve life on Earth. In
FY 2014, 203 people were rescued in the U.S. with the
aid of the Cospas-Sarsat system.

Completed World Ocean Atlas

In February 2014, NOAA released the World Ocean At-
las (WOA) 2013. The WOA is a data product of NOAA's
Ocean Climate Laboratory. First produced in 1994,
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the WOA is a set of objectively analyzed climatologi-
cal fields of in situ temperature, salinity, dissolved
oxygen, Apparent Oxygen Utilization (AOU), percent
oxygen saturation, phosphate, silicate, and nitrate
at standard depth levels for annual, seasonal and
monthly compositing periods for the World Ocean.
After the sun, the ocean is the most important driver
of weather and climate on the planet. The WOA is an
indispensable tool that establishes a crucial baseline
of comparison for scientists in their pursuit of under-
standing the impact of the ocean on the Earth’s cli-
mate and environment.

Launched First Unmanned Aircraft Directly into
the Eye of a Hurricane

In September 2014, a NOAA WP-3D aircraft launched
the first-ever successful release of the Coyote, an
unmanned aircraft system (UAS), directly into the
eye of Hurricane Edouard. Once deployed, the
UAS proceeded into the highest wind region of the
storm, known as the “eyewall” At an approximate
altitude of 2,900 feet, the UAS penetrated Edouard’s
western eyewall and documented record-breaking
winds of 100 kt. as it orbited this high wind region
during its historic 28 minute mission. Such deploy-
ments of UAS provide unique and groundbreaking
insights into a critical region of the storm environ-
ment that is typically difficult to observe in sufficient
detail since they are too dangerous for manned air-
craft. Because the Coyote can fly near the surface
of the ocean where warm ocean water fuels a hurri-
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cane, it will help provide vital information needed to
better understand and predict hurricane intensity.

Opened the Inouye Regional Center in Oahu, Hawaii
From January-March 2014, NOAA moved into the
$158 million LEED Gold Inouye Regional Center facil-
ity and campus in Hawaii (official occupancy occurred
on October 8th, 2014). This effort consolidated nearly
all NOAA programs across Oahu (650 employees and
equipment at 12 locations) into a government owned
multi-building. NOAA initiated disposal actions for
the former leased and owned properties and awarded
a $15 million design build contract for the Child Devel-
opment Center, which is scheduled for completion in
September 2015. This project has won two national
awards for architecture and design, as well as a Hawaii
historical society award.

NOAA Discretionary Budget Trends (FY 2014-2016)
thousands)
$6,200,000 L
5,982,625

$6,000,000

$5,800,000

$5,600,000
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5,400,000 5,322,542

45,200,000

£5,000,000
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FY 2014 Spend Plan includes $75 million in Fisheries Disaster Assistance Funding.




Surveying the Arctic. In 2014, NOAA issued a new
chart for the Delong terminal serving Red Dog Mine
in Alaska.
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measures, assesses, and manages the Nation’s

coastal, ocean and Great Lakes areas; protects
marine and coastal areas; provides critical navigation
products and services (e.g., real time observations, nau-
tical charts); and prepares for and responds to natural
disasters and emergencies. The benefits of NOS' prod-
ucts and services include increased coastal economic
activity, resilient coastal communities, and enhanced
ecosystem services. In FY 2016 NOS is preparing for a
future of higher intensity coastal storms, increased de-
mands on the marine transportation system, changing
sea levels leading to coastal flooding, and heightened
offshore and coastal development.

N OAA’s National Ocean Service (NOS) observes,

FY 2016 REQUEST $573,960,000

NOAA requests a total of $573,960,000 in mandatory
and discretionary funds to support the continued and
enhanced operations of the NOS. This total includes
Operations, Research, and Facilities (ORF); Procurement,
Acquisition, and Construction (PAC); and other accounts
and includes a net increase of $59,419,000 in FY 2016
program changes. In FY 2016, NOS continues to make
critical investments in products, services and capabili-
ties that will improve the resilience of the Nation’s coasts
to immediate hazards and long-term risks.

FY 2016 ORF BUDGET SUMMARY

NOAA requests a total of $547,090,000 to support the
Operations, Research, and Facilities of the NOS. This in-
cludes a net increase of $59,419,000 in FY 2016 program
changes.

ORF PROGRAM CHANGE HIGHLIGHTS FORFY 2016:

Program changes above $1,000,000 are highlighted be-
low. A summary of funding by Program, Project, and Ac-
tivity (PPA) is located in Appendix 2. Detailed descrip-
tions of all program changes by PPA are located in the
NOAA FY 2016 Congressional Justification.

NAVIGATION, OBSERVATIONS, AND POSITIONING
$195,500,000

NOAA requests a total of $195,500,000 under the Navi-
gation, Observations, and Positioning sub-program.
There are no program changes in this sub-program.

COASTAL SCIENCE AND ASSESSMENT
$85,600,000

NOAA requests a net increase of $4,000,000 for a total of
$85,600,000 under the Coastal Science and Assessment
sub-program. Highlights include:
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Robert Mowery, a survey technician on research vessel Bay Hydro I,
views the wreck of the (documented) schooner Herbert D. Maxwell,
which was discovered by NOAA Coast Survey in the Chesapeake Bay.

Competitive Research: NOAA requests a net increase
of $4,000,000 to expand competitive research grants
that address coastal ocean issues, including harmful al-
gal blooms, hypoxia, and coastal ecosystem assessment.

Coastal Science, Assessment, Response, and Resto-
ration: Arctic Spill Preparedness: NOAA requests an
increase of $1,300,000 to improve oil spill response ca-
pacity in the Arctic. Among other activities, this invest-
ment will enable: improvement of models to predict oil
movement and weathering in ice-covered waters, iden-
tification of sensitive ecological resources, better coor-
dination with and preparedness of local communities,
and increased research to fill science gaps.

Coastal Science, Assessment, Response, and Resto-
ration: Scientific Support and Emergency Prepared-
ness: NOAA requests a decrease of $1,300,000 to reflect
the conclusion of training and preparedness activities at
its Gulf of Mexico Disaster Response Center. NOAA will
continue to maintain science support for response and
restoration in the Gulf region.

OCEAN AND COASTAL MANAGEMENT AND SERVICES
$265,990,000

NOAA requests a net increase of $55,419,000 for a total
of $265,990,000 under the Ocean and Coastal Manage-
ment and Services sub-program. Highlights include:



Monohansett Shipwreck in Thunder Bay Sanctuary.

Coastal Management Grants: Regional Coastal
Resilience Grants: NOAA requests an increase of
$45,000,000 to significantly expand the Regional Coast-
al Resilience Grant Program. This will allow NOAA to
more fully address a broad suite of resilience challenges
facing all U.S. coastal regions—including community,
ecosystem, and economic resilience. The objectives of
this enhanced Regional Coastal Resilience competitive
grant program are twofold: 1) to increase the resilience
of coastal communities and ecosystems by assisting
with planning for and addressing extreme weather
events, coastal inundation, climate hazards, changing
ocean conditions, and competing uses; and 2) to sup-
port regional approaches that leverage existing re-

Shoreline cleanup of thick surface and subsurface oil residue at Galveston Bay in April following the March 2014 Texas “Y” oil spill.

CHAPTER 2: NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE

sources and efforts and promote collaboration across
jurisdictions and sectors.

Coastal Zone Management and Services: Ecosys-
tem-based Solutions for Coastal Resilience: NOAA
requests an increase of $5,000,000 to assist coastal com-
munities with incorporating green infrastructure into
hazard mitigation, resilient coastal development, and
post-event rebuilding decisions. In this joint initiative
with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), NOS
will deliver practical actionable information to support re-
gional- and community-level planning that incorporates
both the technical ingenuity of built infrastructure and the
sustainable, protective capacity of ecosystem-based infra-
structure solutions. Activities will include economic valu-
ation of ecosystem services, natural resource characteriza-
tions and decision support products that depict long-term
benefits and tradeoffs of natural vs. built infrastructure
solutions. (For more information on this joint initiative be-
tween NOS and NMFS, see p. 14 of Chapter 3).

Coastal Zone Management and Services: Capacity to
Respond to Extreme Events: NOAA requests an increase
of $4,780,000 to provide products and services that help
coastal communities prepare for, respond to, and recover
more quickly from, natural disasters. Building off recovery
efforts in communities impacted by recent major disasters,
NOAA will extend its products and services to provide:
enhanced real-time inundation observations; improved
inundation modeling; targeted technical assistance; and
training on risk communication strategies. This funding
will mitigate inundation risk to coastal resources, and ac-
celerate recovery from and adaptation to the impacts of
extreme events and changing conditions.
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Coastal Zone Management and Services: Ameri-
Corps’ Resilience Corps Pilot Program Training and
Technical Assistance: NOAA requests $2,000,000
to develop and administer a training program for an
AmeriCorps’ Resilience Corps Pilot Program, which will
be managed by the Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service, a Federal agency that engages Ameri-
can citizens in service through its core programs, such
as AmeriCorps, and is the Nation’s largest grant maker
for service and volunteering. With this investment,
NOAA will train this new AmeriCorps unit to support
communities and tribes in: developing vulnerability as-
sessments, coordinating with Federal resilience efforts,
and implementing resilience strategies.

Sanctuaries and Marine Protected Areas: NOAA
requests a decrease of $1,361,000 to sanctuary opera-
tions, including reductions to scalable activities such as
vessel operations within the National Marine Sanctuary
System. At this level, NOAA will continue to fund mis-
sion critical functions and support continued imple-
mentation of management plans across the Sanctuary
System.

FY 2016 PACBUDGET SUMMARY

NOAA requests a total of $3,700,000 to support Procure-
ment, Acquisition, and Construction (PAC) activities of
the National Ocean Service, unchanged from the FY
2015 Enacted level. These funds support the National
Estuarine Research Reserve System (NERRS) Construc-
tion and Land Acquisition Program and the National
Marine Sanctuaries Construction Program.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION &

MANDATORY FUNDS

Damage Assessment and Restoration Revolving Fund
The Damage Assessment and Restoration Revolving
Fund was established in 1990 under Section 1012(a) of
the Oil Pollution Act to facilitate (1) natural resources
damage assessments, and (2) restoration, replacement,
or acquisition of injured or lost natural resources, in-
cluding resources of National Marine Sanctuaries and
National Estuarine Research Reserves, tidal wetlands,
and other habitats for which NOAA is trustee. The fund
receives proceeds from claims against responsible par-
ties as determined through court settlements or agree-
ments.

Sanctuaries Enforcement Asset Forfeiture Fund

The Sanctuaries Enforcement Asset Forfeiture Fund
receives proceeds from civil penalties and forfeiture
claims against responsible parties, as determined
through court settlements or agreements, for viola-
tions of NOAA sanctuary regulations. Penalties received
are spent on resource protection within a sanctuary in
which the violation occurred.

Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Science, Observa-
tion, Monitoring and Technology Fund

The Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Science, Observa-
tion, Monitoring, and Technology Fund provides fund-
ing for the NOAA RESTORE Act. The purpose of this
program is to initiate and sustain an integrative, holis-
tic understanding of the Gulf of Mexico ecosystem and
support restoration efforts and the long-term sustain-
ability of the ecosystem.

NOS Discretionary Budget Trends (FY 2014-2016)
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Killer whales travel in their family group for most
of their lives. This family group includes a two-
year-old calf (second from top), and a young-
of-the-year (middle). Photo Credit: NOAA,

Vancouver Aquarium.
o ' ==
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OAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

serves the Nation through a science-based ap-

proach to the conservation and management of
living marine resources and the promotion of sustain-
able commercial fisheries and healthy coastal and ma-
rine ecosystems. As of December 31, 2014, NMFS man-
ages 469 fish stocks within the U.S. Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) as well as invertebrates, sea turtles, marine
mammals, and other marine and coastal species, and
their habitats.

erations, Research, and Facilities (ORF) and other ac-
counts, including the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery
Fund, and is composed of a net increase of $54,987,000
in FY 2016 program changes.

In addition to a number of program-related changes,
NMFS proposes to restructure its ORF budget Programs,
Projects and Activities (PPA) in FY 2016 to improve the
coordination and collaboration among activities that
service its interwoven missions and mandates. This
restructure will better align NMFS’ budget to its pro-
grammatic and organizational needs, and will provide
increased transparency and accountability. Please see
the chart below for a detailed crosswalk of the budget
line restructure.

FY 2016 REQUEST $990,121,000
NOAA requests a total of $990,121,000 in mandatory

and discretionary funds to support the continued and
enhanced operations of NMFS. This total includes Op-

Proposed NMFS Budget Restructure (ORF)

CURRENT SUB-PROGRAM CURRENT PPA

Protected Species Re-
search and Management
Programs

Protected Species Research and Man-
agement

Protected Species Research and

Management Species Recovery Grants

Protected Species Research and Marine Mammals

Management
Protected Species Research and Marine Turtles
Management
Protected Species Research and Othgr Prqtected species
M (Marine Fish, Plants, and
anagement
Invertebrates)

Protected Species Research and

Atlantic Salmon
Management

Protected Species Research and

Management Pacific Salmon

Fisheries Research and

Fisheries Research and Management M
anagement Programs

National Catch Share

Fisheries Research and Management p
rogram

Expand Annual Stock As-
sessments - Improve Data
Collection

Fisheries Research and Management

Economics & Social Sci-

Fisheries Research and Management
ences Research

Fisheries Research and Management Salmgp EEgETEmE
Activities
Regional Councils and

Fisheries Research and Management ) - -
Fisheries Commissions

PROPOSED SUB-PROGRAM

Protected Resources Science and
Management

Protected Resources Science and
Management

Protected Resources Science and
Management

Protected Resources Science and
Management

Protected Resources Science and
Management

Protected Resources Science and
Management

Protected Resources Science and
Management

Protected Resources Science and
Management/Fisheries Science and
Management/Habitat Conservation
and Restoration

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

PROPOSED PPA

Marine Mammals, Sea Turtles and
Other Species

Marine Mammals, Sea Turtles and
Other Species

Marine Mammals, Sea Turtles and
Other Species

Marine Mammals, Sea Turtles and
Other Species

Marine Mammals, Sea Turtles and
Other Species

ESA Salmon

ESA Salmon

Marine Mammals, Sea Turtles and
Other Species; Fisheries and Ecosys-
tem Science Programs and Services;
Fisheries Management Programs
and Services; Habitat Management
and Restoration

Fisheries Management Programs
and Services

Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys,
and Assessments

Fisheries and Ecosystem Science
Programs and Services

Salmon Management Activities

Regional Councils and Fisheries
Commissions

continued on next page



Proposed NMFS Budget Restructure (ORF)

CURRENT PPA

CURRENT SUB-PROGRAM

Fisheries Research and Management

Fisheries Research and Management

Fisheries Research and Management

Fisheries Research and Management

Fisheries Research and Management

Fisheries Research and Management

Fisheries Research and Management

Fisheries Research and Management

Fisheries Research and Management

Enforcement & Observers/Training

Enforcement & Observers/Training

Habitat Conservation & Restoration

Habitat Conservation & Restoration

Other Activities Supporting Fisheries

Other Activities Supporting Fisheries

Other Activities Supporting Fisheries

Other Activities Supporting Fisheries

Other Activities Supporting Fisheries

Other Activities Supporting Fisheries

Other Activities Supporting Fisheries

Other Activities Supporting Fisheries

Other Activities Supporting Fisheries

Other Activities Supporting Fisheries

Fisheries Statistics

Fish Information Networks

Survey and Monitoring
Projects

Fisheries Oceanography

American Fisheries Act

Interjurisdictional Fisheries
Grants

National Standard 8

Reducing Bycatch

Product Quality and Safety

Enforcement

Observers/Training
Sustainable Habitat Man-
agement

Fisheries Habitat Restora-

tion

Antarctic Research

Aquaculture

Climate Regimes & Ecosys-
tem Productivity
Computer Hardware and
Software

Cooperative Research
Information Analyses &
Dissemination

Marine Resources Monitor-
ing, Assessment & Predic-
tion Program

National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA)

NMEFS Facilities Mainte-
nance

Regional Studies

CHAPTER 3: NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

PROPOSED SUB-PROGRAM

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Enforcement

Fisheries Science and Management

Habitat Conservation and Restora-
tion

Habitat Conservation and Restora-
tion

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Fisheries Science and Management

Protected Resources Science and
Management; Fisheries Science and
Management

Fisheries Science and Management
Protected Resources Science and

Management; Fisheries Science and
Management

PROPOSED PPA

Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys,
and Assessments

Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys,
and Assessments

Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys,
and Assessments; Habitat Manage-
ment and Restoration

Fisheries and Ecosystem Science
Programs and Services

Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys,
and Assessments; Fisheries Manage-
ment Programs and Services

Regional Councils and Fisheries
Commissions

Fisheries and Ecosystem Science
Programs and Services

Observers and Training; Fisheries
Management Programs and Services

Fisheries Management Programs

and Services

Enforcement

Observers and Training

Habitat Management and Restora-
tion

Habitat Management and Restora-
tion

Fisheries and Ecosystem Science
Programs and Services

Fisheries Management Programs
and Services

Fisheries and Ecosystem Science
Programs and Services

Fisheries and Ecosystem Science
Programs and Services

Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys,
and Assessments

Fisheries and Ecosystem Science
Programs and Services

Fisheries 