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The Wild Center

Our mission: To ignite an enduring 
passion for the Adirondacks where 
people and nature can thrive together 
and offer an example for the world



The Wild Center
⬜ A regional natural history museum in the heart 

of the Adirondacks in upstate New York
⬜ Opened in 2006
⬜ Planet Adirondack (Science on a Sphere) 

installed May 2012







Planet Adirondack

⬜ Since Planet Adirondack opened we have had 
over 800,000 visitors through the center, many 
who have experienced SOS

⬜ Face to face interactions with visitors was the 
number one way that we connected at The 
Wild Center

⬜ Using SOS we are able to make those 
connections by bringing global ideas to the 
local scale











What makes a strong/effective 
digital program?



Ways we have engaged 
students

◼ Think like a scientist 
◼ Phenomenon to introduce an earth science 

lesson
◼ App used for exploration of The Adirondacks 

and beyond 
◼ Paired with activity proposed in lesson plans
◼ Virtual Field Trip - supporting 

documents/resources



Activity Time



Adirondack Forests

◼ The Adirondack Mountains are a temperate 
forest

◼ Difference between deciduous and 
coniferous trees

◼ What is going on with this dataset? 
◼ Supporting document for home exploration











Worked Well/Challenges
⬜ Staying relevant to schools- keeping students 

connected to nature/earth sciences without 
ability to visit

⬜ Staff enrichment/learning -how to make regular 
occurrence?

⬜ Accessibility of app -free, wealth of information 
available at home and for teachers, does 
everyone have ipad/tablet?

⬜ Using sphere for digital programs in future



Contact Info
The Wild Center
45 Museum Drive
Tupper Lake, NY 12986
(518) 359-7800
www.wildcenter.org

Nick Corcoran, Visitor Services Coordinator
ncorcoran@wildcenter.org

Michael Trumbower, School Programs 
Coordinator
mtrumbower@wildcenter.org

mailto:ncorcoran@wildcenter.org
mailto:mtrumbower@wildcenter.org
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