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137 teachers trained
4,478 students engaged

13,207 student contact hours
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2,590 Spartina seedlings
planted
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Experiential Estuary Exploration
Sets Students on a Path to Success

This program helps create scientifically literate citizens and stewards of
our natural resources. Students explore the ACE Basin for hands-on
experiences to increase their awareness and appreciation of estuaries
and expose them to careers in marine science. Engaging students in
field studies where they work as scientists collecting data to solve real-
world problems fosters a sense of ownership of their local resources
and encourages future conservation action. The Reserve staff strive to
help students and teachers understand the link between their
behaviors, environmental health, and quality of life in our coastal
communities to create a healthy estuary where nature and coastal
communities thrive.

Training teachers to capture the
science of the salt marsh

Coastal communities in South Carolina are becoming more vulnerable
to natural disasters and long-term adverse environmental changes.
Resilient communities depend upon a scientifically informed and
engaged public. The need to create a scientifically literate society is
reflected in the new South Carolina Academic Standards and
Performance Indicators for Science. During this three-day workshop,
teachers explored the ACE Basin, monitored water quality with
researchers, and practiced analyzing data. These teachers collected
lesson plans to bring real world data to their students.

Sowing the Seeds of Estuary Health

Students in the Seeds to Shoreline Program are going to see the fruits
(or seeds rather) of their labor. All school year they grow Spartina
alterniflora plants from seed. In the spring, these students plant them
in the pluff mud to reduce erosion and create a living shoreline. A
healthy marsh prevents erosion, improves water quality, and creates
habitat. This project is conducted along the entire coast of South
Carolina by SC Sea Grant, the ACE Basin NERR, SCDNR’s SCORE
program, and Clemson Extension’s Carolina Clear program.
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Creating value through education
39,035 volunteer hours = $942,305*

*Value of a volunteer hour is calculated at $24.14
based on data from the Independent Sector.
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