
NOAA in the Caribbean Newsletter - Fall Edition

Happy New Year NOAA in the Caribbean Community,

Below, please find the Fall edition of our community newsletter. Thank you so much to those of
you who have shared and/or contributed.

This season’s Newsletter features some updates for NOAA’s Ocean Acidification Program as
well as some key relationships between climate and health highlighted in the Fifth National
Climate Assessment.

Should you have questions or want more information, please contact
CaribbeanNews@noaa.gov. We hope to see you at our next NOAA in the Caribbean
Community Group Meeting (tentatively) January 19th from 10:30am-12pm ET!

Thank you,
The NOAA in the Caribbean Executive Team
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Caribbean Global Ocean Acidification Observing Network Regional
Hub

By Kalina Grabb and Natalie Lord, NOAA Ocean Acidification Program (2023 Knauss Fellow)

The Global Ocean Acidification Observing Network (GOA-ON) Regional Hub within the
Caribbean has officially formed: OA Caribbean Hub!

The formation of the OA Caribbean Hub was initiated following a Caribbean OA Needs Based
Assessment Survey, which highlighted the needs within the region, including technical capacity,
training, networking, and capacity building within the region.

This hub welcomes ocean professionals from the wider Caribbean region, excluding mainland
US. To join the Hub, join GOA-ON here and select the OA Caribbean Hub. You can learn more
about the OA Caribbean Hub on their webpage here.

Early Career Ocean Professionals within the Caribbean are also encouraged to join the OA
Caribbean Hub as well as the International Carbon Ocean Network for Early Career (ICONEC)
Community.

The OA Caribbean Hub also hosted a Caribbean session during OA Week. You can watch the
recording here (more on OA Week below)!

Feel free to reach out to the GOA-ON Secretariat (secretariat@goa-on.org) with any questions.
NOAA Ocean Acidification Program Fellows Kalina Grabb (kalina.grabb@noaa.gov) and Natalie
Lord (natalie.lord@noaa.gov) helped facilitate the formation of this hub through their roles as the
GOA-ON secretariat and Coastal Acidification Network coordinator, respectively, and are also
available to answer any questions.
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http://www.goa-on.org/home.php
http://www.goa-on.org/members/join.php
http://www.goa-on.org/regional_hubs/caribbean/about/introduction.php
http://www.goa-on.org/iconec/iconec.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=keG29-Q19cc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=keG29-Q19cc


Ocean Acidification Week 2023
Content from: goa-on.org

Ocean Acidification Week is a virtual multi-day forum to highlight ocean acidification research for
sustainability initiatives around the world that took place from Monday 30 October - Friday 3
November 2023.

OA Week debuted in 2020, and returned in 2021, when events and conferences were
postponed due to COVID-19. Following the successful in-person Symposium on the Ocean in a
High CO2 World in 2022, GOA-ON brought back OA Week 2023 to maintain momentum around
OA research and provide a virtual platform for the ocean acidification community to exchange
their latest findings. This virtual symposium brought together researchers across the world with
sessions, plenary speakers, and engaging talks about ocean acidification research. If you have
specific questions, please contact secretariat@goa-on.org.

Key goals of OA Week:
1. Engage the OA and broader
oceanographic communities, raise
awareness to the issue of OA, and
bring attention to the global OA
monitoring, research, capacity
building, and education efforts

2. Share GOA-ON's three high-level
goals

3. Raise awareness and create
community around OA research to
support the UN Ocean Decade
Endorsed Programme OARS in its
implementation phase

4. Engage early career ocean professionals through ICONEC

3

http://www.goa-on.org/iconec/iconec.php


New This Year: Ocean Acidification Week 2023
Content from: goa-on.org

OARS, a UN Ocean Decade Endorsed Programme
supported by GOA-ON, is now in the implementation
phase. Over the past two years, OARS co-champions
have outlined a vision for the direction of the OARS
programme. Now, during the implementation phase
for this programme, OARS co-champions are
encouraging scientists to link their studies to one of
the seven OARS Outcomes. Here, we will highlight
these on-going actions and encourage others to
contribute to OARS. OARS welcomes people to

present on their science in relation to the outcomes and/or contact co-champions if you would
like to be more involved.

International Carbon Ocean Network for Early
Career (ICONEC) Community: The ICONEC
community consists of early career ocean
professionals around the world who are engaged
with their regional hubs and leading many efforts to
support professionals at this career stage. If you
are an early career ocean professional (i.e. 10
years or less of professional experience), you can
join ICONEC here and/or indicate your interest to
participate in OA Week.

More information can be found at: http://www.goa-on.org/webinars/OaWeek2023/webinar.php

Climate-Driven Extreme Events Exacerbate Inequities and Impact
Human Health and Well-Being

From: The Fifth National Climate Assessment, https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/chapter/23/

Traditionally underserved and disadvantaged communities suffer disproportionate impacts from
climate change because they have been systematically excluded from social services, secure
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http://www.goa-on.org/oars/overview.php
https://oceandecade.org/
http://www.goa-on.org/oars/outcomes.php
http://www.goa-on.org/iconec/iconec.php
http://www.goa-on.org/iconec/iconec.php
http://www.goa-on.org/members/join.php
http://www.goa-on.org/webinars/OaWeek2023/webinar.php


livelihoods, quality education, and other social benefits that help sustain health and well-being
(high confidence). Hurricanes and other climate-related extreme events have been associated
with higher rates of disease, mental illness, and overall mortality, as well as loss of cultural
heritage that is central to community identity (high confidence). As extreme weather events
become more intense and more frequent, residents will continue experiencing increasing levels
of noncommunicable diseases, excess mortality, behavioral health challenges, and loss of
quality of life (high confidence). The frequency of heat episodes and the severity of hurricanes
are both expected to increase in the region due to human-induced climate change, which will
affect public health unless adaptation measures are taken (high confidence).

In the face of climate change, the health of Caribbean people, plants, animals, and
ecosystems depends on coordination across multiple scales and boundaries.

FIGURE 23.3. In the US Caribbean, climate change is interacting with the institutional and
environmental context of the islands and the social determinants of health. Extreme weather
events (e.g., powerful hurricanes, extreme heat, and droughts) are threatening access to clean
air, safe drinking water, nutritious food, and safe settlements, as well as damaging
infrastructure, reducing tourism, displacing vulnerable communities, promoting migration among
islanders, disrupting ecosystem services, and endangering animals. The One Health approach
illustrated here promotes collaborative work at local, regional, and global levels to achieve
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health for humans, ecosystems, and animals alike. Adapted from World Health Organization
202143 [CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO].

Community Identity and Heritage Are Necessary for Resilience and Post-disaster
Recovery.

US Caribbean cultural heritage is under threat due to changing climate conditions (Figure 23.4).
Cultural heritage includes tangible elements (such as buildings, artifacts, monuments, and
archaeological sites on land and underwater) and intangible elements (such as practices, ideas,
representations, knowledge, music, songs, and ceremonies) that are recognizable components
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https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/chapter/23/#fn:43
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo/legalcode
https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/chapter/23#fig-23-4


of community identity.15,44 Research from recent hurricane events suggests that the magnitude
of loss of heritage is severely underestimated 45,46 and that measures to mitigate climate
impacts greatly threaten the preservation of cultural heritage and identity. For example, the
traditional ways of life in the US Caribbean placed communities next to riverbanks for thousands
of years. Archaeological sites associated with such communities, however, are under threat
from flood-control projects,15 which entail channelizing, dredging, or covering rivers (e.g.,
USACE 202247). These flood-control projects not only impact archaeological sites but also
transform landscapes that are integral to the identity, recreation, and overall well-being of local
residents.15,48 Climate impacts also increase out-migration, which can lead to disintegration of
traditional communities and loss of Indigenous and Traditional Knowledge (KM 30.2).49

Public health is shaped by sociocultural factors and further affected by climate change.

FIGURE 23.4. The impacts of climate change on human health in the US Caribbean must be
considered in the context of the social, cultural, and historical realities of the islands. Shelter and
food security, access to clean water, and communicable and noncommunicable diseases are
certainly affected by climate, but they are also conditioned by culture, tradition, and historical
and colonization processes. Figure credit: University of California, San Diego; University of the
Virgin Islands; NOAA NCEI; and CISESS NC.nduras and Mount Pelée scenarios, and exercise
reports visit caribewave.org.

Announcements

1. New website: The NOAA in the Caribbean Executive Team has revamped our website!
Check it out at: https://www.noaa.gov/regions/noaa-in-caribbean

2. Community Group Meeting Topics:Please fill out this form to indicate what topics you
would like to discuss or learn more about in our upcoming community group meeting.
There is also a place for you to sign up to present or to suggest speakers.

3. Mailing lists: Please fill out this form to indicate if you would like to remain on or sign up
to be a part of our community group, and/or if you would like to continue to receive the
newsletter. There is an option to receive the newsletter and not be a member of the
community group. This would mean you would not receive any community
announcements, notifications of upcoming events or meetings outside of those featured
in the newsletter.
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https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/chapter/23/#fn:15
https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/chapter/23/#fn:44
https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/chapter/23/#fn:46
https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/chapter/23/#fn:15
https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/chapter/23/#fn:47
https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/chapter/23/#fn:15
https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/chapter/23/#fn:48
https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/chapter/30#key-message-2
https://nca2023.globalchange.gov/chapter/23/#fn:49
http://caribewave.org
https://www.noaa.gov/regions/noaa-in-caribbean
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1boj90veux5lLAjc44048OhASIwX5LZtFK6BypONE6oY/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3N9BSK1CGCCmoutfhs2KCaL4-SsvhkC8vp4uzBhCLwWyuyw/viewform?usp=pp_url


NOAA in the Caribbean Newsletter

If you wish to subscribe to NOAA in the Caribbean’s newsletter or the
community distribution list, please fill out this form.

If you wish to submit any questions, comments, story ideas, artwork or
photographs, please email us at CaribbeanNews@noaa.gov.

NOAA in the Caribbean Newsletter is produced by the NOAA in the Caribbean
Community Group, including support from NOAA’s Office of International Affairs,
Southeast and Caribbean Regional Collaboration Team, Office for Coastal Management,
National Marine Fisheries Service SE Regional Office, Office of Legislative and
Intergovernmental Affairs, and National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science.
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