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Mahalo nui, Bill, for that kind introduction. Aloha, everyone. | am deeply
honored to be with you today on my first trip to Hawaii as the new administrator
of NOAA. This is my first time speaking directly to a group of NOAA employees

outside of D.C. so | am especially excited about the opportunity to hear from you.

Although my visit this time is brief and | will not have the chance to meet all of
you, | am certain | will be back. This is so much going on here, I've only begun to

scratch the surface.

| must confess that when | received the call asking me to come to NOAA, | was
initially reluctant. | have taught at Oregon State University for more than 30 years
—a job that | love. | was able to juggle a wonderful combination of teaching,

research, outreach and service.



But the opportunity to have a hand in connecting science to policy and
management in a more direct fashion, to work with the many wonderful people
at NOAA on issues ranging from oceans to climate, to weather on early and in
space, and to help President Obama achieve his vision was too much to resist.
Moreover, since I've always counseled my students to make career choices based
on what gives them energy -- choices to learn, to grow, and to be helpful to the
greater good - | decided to listen to my own advice. Now, 18 days into the job,
I’'m glad | did. I’'m finding my sea legs, thanks to the help of the superb team of
NOAA folks, and am indeed energized and inspired, especially as a result of this

trip.

My very wise parents always encouraged all six of their daughters to explore, try
new things and embrace new challenges — whether they were new trying foods or
new sports, exploring strange ideas, or mastering new skills. My parents also
modeled tolerance, public service, rational thought and family values. My
husband of 33 years and | share a passion for combining family and work, as well

as a deep commitment to scientific discovery, education, and good public policy



grounded in science. So perhaps it was the right time for me to embrace a new

challenge in which many of these values and opportunities are interdigitated.

Despite the very tough challenges facing Americans these days, President Obama
has energized us with a sense of hope and optimism, and a belief that if we work
together, we can build a better world for ourselves, our children, and

grandchildren.

| am inspired by President Obama’s vision for our country, and his commitment to

bring good science to good government.

| am inspired by you - the gifted team at NOAA whom | know from personal

experience to be both talented and committed.

And | am inspired by our opportunity to seize the moment to make meaningful

changes for our nation and our environment.

Now is the time, with this inspiration and the best science as our guide, for NOAA

to



1. spur the creation of new jobs and industries

2. revive our fisheries and the economies and communities they support

3. improve weather forecasting and disaster warnings

4. provide credible information about climate change and ocean
acidification to Americans, and

5. protect and restore our coastal waters ecosystems.

| believe that, together, we can do that, and more.

To do so, it is useful for us to get to know one another. So let me tell you a little
bit about myself. | grew up in Denver. My family loved to camp, fish, sing, hike,

play sports and have fun.

We played multiple sports —in a pre-Title-IX era - because our parents believed
that sports, individual and team sports were important, in addition to academic

and a variety of extracurricular activities.

As doctors, both of my parents valued learning, open inquiry, free-ranging

discussions and, of course, quality education. My Mom was from the North



(North Dakota and Minnesota) — and her parents were from Norway and French
Canada. Daddy’s family hailed from S. Carolina and Ukraine. My sisters and | saw
firsthand how different cultures could blend and enrich each other. We were
encouraged to be well-rounded with a balanced portfolio of active intellectual,

spiritual, athletic, cultural, public service and family activities.

| fell in love with the oceans during a college class in Woods Hole, Massachusetts,
at the Marine Biological Laboratory. To a Colorado native, sea life was exotic and
endlessly fascinating. My exposure to the oceans was love at first sight and there
was no turning back. | couldn’t get enough of things marine, and decided to

pursue graduate studies — initially at the University of Washington, then Harvard.

Since 1975, | have taught marine biology and environmental science at Harvard
and Oregon State University. As an ecologist, | focus on connections — connections
among the land, sea, and air, and connections between nature and people. This
perspective will serve me well at NOAA, as we work together as a team and
connect with our many partners in other agencies, on Capitol Hill, in the states,

civil society, and the private sector.



One reason that | am so excited to be here is the track record of diverse and
excellent science at NOAA, coupled with the commitment to make policy and
management decisions based on scientific knowledge, and the focus on delivering

useful services based on that science.

| am familiar already with some of the great work that goes on here on the
Islands, and | look forward to learning more. | know that the atmospheric CO2
data from the Mauna Loa Observatory that harks back to the 1950s, is one of the
most important baseline data sets we have, and one which thousands of

researchers studying climate change around the world depend on every day.

| am also impressed by all the good work you all are doing to protect and restore
our oceans, and to educate visitors about the threats and solutions. Yesterday, |
was treated to a glorious tour of the Hawaiian Islands/Humpback Whale/National
Marine Sanctuary. Senator D Inouye, Senator Akaka, Uncle Kimokeo Kapahulehua
and | untied the ceremonial lei to ‘give birth’ to the new Sanctuary Learning
Center in Kihei. Afterword, Sen. Inouye joked that we were now parents- with

shared responsibility for our joint offspring.



The Sanctuary plus the Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument and
other area such as Fagatele Bay National Marine Sanctuary and the newly created
marine monuments, collectively represent both a serious responsibility and a
great blue hope. These vast areas of the Pacific harbor phenomenal diversity of
life, and ecosystems that are less heavily impacted by human action than
elsewhere. If properly managed, these special places can help restore the bounty
and diversity of our oceans, and help buffer ecosystems from some of the
impeding challenges such as climate change and ocean acidification. They can
also inspire us and serve as laboratories to help us appreciate the wonders of life
in the oceans. Researching, protecting and managing these places is a very

special responsibility.

| am only beginning to learn about all the many great research activities here in
Hawaii. From research on fisheries, aguaculture and ocean to weather, climate
and atmosphere, the NOAA Ohana here is focused squarely on saving lives and
property, and broadening scientific horizons, sparking our imaginations, and

finding answers to guide social decisions.



President Obama has made it clear that good government depends on good
science. NOAA'’s science is providing knowledge and understanding to inform
policy and management decisions and to enable citizens to appreciate and value
nature. Our own health, prosperity and well-being depend intimately on healthy
productive and resilient ecosystems, on land and in the ocean. Our work here in
Hawaii is crucial. But we have serious challenges ahead- from climate change to
ocean acidification to increases development of coastal areas, from increased
unpredictability of extreme weather events to sea level rise. All of these are
underway and society is seeking our guidance. Your work is essential to frame,
guide and inform key decision and to help people understand what is at risk and

what the likely consequences are of different choices.

Being the administrator of NOAA is a big job. Some of the challenges | know well
and others | am just learning. | will need your help. | look forward to working

with, and learning from you.

For my part, | pledge to bring diligence, transparency, fairness, integrity and

accountability to the job in a collaborative fashion. | expect the same from you.



When | met with the President in Chicago, we discussed ways that NOAA could
provide America the best climate change science, restore her ocean’s vitality,
recharge our economy, and help our nation transition to more sustainable ways

of living. After asking very perceptive questions, his comment was, “Let’s do it!”

I’'m pleased to be at the helm of the agency focused on integrated science, service
and stewardship. We will uphold the rule of law, we will produce and respect
science, and our decisions will be firmly grounded in scientific knowledge. We will
integrate across difference parts of NOAA and to that end | look forward to
getting to know more of you and working with all of you. | invite each of you to
now join me at this very special moment in history. This is our time, our chance
to build on NOAA’s impressive track record and create an enduring legacy for our

environment, our economy and our children! Let’s do it!

Mahalo nui loa.



